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AGENDA
1. Welcome - Apologies  

2. Minutes from previous  Annual General Meeting

3. Chairperson’s Report

4. Treasurer’s Report

5. Guest Speaker – Victorian Public Tenants Association 

6.  Election of new Officers                                                                                              

7. Close Meeting 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which the AAC Public Tenant 
Group operates; the land of the Wurundjeri
people. We pay respects to their elders past, 
present and emerging. We also recognise
that sovereignty was never ceded.
Always was, Always will be, Aboriginal land.



INDEX

Statement of Purpose

The Committee

Minutes AGM 2024

Chairperson Report

Treasurer Report

Financial Report

Activity Report 24-25

Acknowledgments

Public and Proud Photos

Story- Cate Doolan

3



Statement of Purpose
The Ashburton, Ashwood & Chadstone Public Tenants Group Inc, is 
an association which is run by public tenants, for public tenants that 

as a collective voice advocates and lobbies for improved living 
situations for public tenants residing in the suburbs of Ashburton, 

Ashwood & Chadstone.

Committee of Managements Aims 
& Objectives

To work collaboratively, effectively and positively as a diverse 
group of individuals.

To provide opportunities for Ashburton, Ashwood and Chadstone 
public tenants to come together to discuss issues of public tenancy 

relevance in order to present a legitimate representative voice.

To represent the collective views of public tenants residing in the 
suburbs of Ashburton, Ashwood and Chadstone to:

Government

Government Departments (eg DFFH Housing )

Community Agencies

Other public tenants groups ( eg: VPTA )

General Public 

To work in partnership with the DFFH Housing and other agencies as 
determined by the AAC PTG Inc.

A central point for the collection and rdissemination of information 
relating to Public Housing and community issues.



The AAC PTG Committee

Chairperson

Lyn Notely

Vice Chair

Claudelle Searancke

Secretary

Cate Doolan

Treasurer

Carol Berger

Committee Members 

Rhonda Hall

Rowan Lardner 

Jenny Barnes

Patricia Guajardo

Sue Lamers (resigned October 25)

Michelle Lamers
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ASHBURTON, ASHWOOD& CHADSTONE PUBLIC TENANTS GROUP
Meeting Venue: Batesford Community Hub
94 Batesford Road, Chadstone  Tell: 9802 5802

PRESENT:

Lyn Notley – Chairperson Nathan McDonald (DFFH) Sue Lamers, Rita Stamatakis,  Alfred 
Freitag,  Lucille Horo, Susan Taleh,  Particia Guajardo, Elizabeth McLauchlan, Robyn 
Williams, Rhonda Hall, Marcus Tansing, Michelle Lamers, Glen Fox, Claudell Searancke, 
Kate Bolaffi, Hussen Mahamed, Whitney Huang, Tess McBaron,  Monica Brennan, Cr. 
John Friend-Perriera,  Beulah Jones, Carol Berger, Catelyn Buttess (VPTA),  Leah Rabey, 
Ester Uhrich, Cara Hardwick- Power NHH, Matthew Tahy,  
Andy, Ronald Yakurt, Heidi Hedgers – DFFH, Jo DFFH

APOLOGIES

Dr Carina Garland (Federal MP Chisholme), Jill Hitchcock – Alamein,  Fiona Read, Bob 
Stensholt, Sally-Ann Nadj
David Wanstall – Encounter Baptist

Meeting opened 1.02 pm with Acknowledgement of Country
Nathan welcomed everyone

Special guests:  Leah Rabey, Dimi – Alamein, Marcus Tansing DFFH, Heidi Hedgers –
DHHF, Kate Bolaffi – Monash Council Community Development Team, Elizabeth 
Fitzgerald – Vinnies, Katlyn Putters  VPTA
Josh Friend-Perrera
Minutes of Previous AGM – note 18th AGM
Moved Carol Berger                  Seconded Rhonda Hall

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT        read by Lyn Notely
Moved Michell Lamers Seconded Sue Lamers

TREASURER’S REPORT     Presented by Carol Berger
Moved   Alfred Freitag Seconded    Cara Hardwick
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2 GUEST SPEAKERS 
Kate Bolaffi – Monash Council Community Development
Kate spoke of 2 projects
A pop up library at Power Neighbourhood House
A report on how to better communicate and engage with residents –
Feed back summary  compiled by Alex Mills.  Copies of the report are 
available.

Katlyn Butters – Victorian Public Tenants Association
Katlyn spoke of the dedication of AACPTG and congratulated all 
members for their work and said how she enjoyed her association with 
the group.  They had had the biggest year ever for assisting people.

Election of new members for 2024-2025 – (Nathan was in the chair for 
elections)
Chairperson Lyn Notley
Vice Chairperson Claudell Searancke
Secretary Cate Doolan
Treasurer: Carol Berger
General Members: Rowan J Lardner

Trish Guajarda
Sue Lamers
Michell Lamers
Jenny Barnes
Rhonda Hall
Patricia Guajardo

In honour of Natalie Rabey her daughter Leah read her story

Nathan thanked the new committee members and all those present.

There will be a Christmas lunch on 20th December, 2024    
More details will be following.   It is hoped DFFH staff will attend.
DFFH to cover costs.

Meeting closed 1.40 pm



CHAIRPERSON REPORT 2025
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I would like to welcome you to our 20th AGM. I have been Chairperson for the AAC 
public tenants group for just under two years. The 2024-2025 year was quite busy 
and I believe our group achieved some really good outcomes in that time. A number 
of personal matters have taken much of my time away from the group and as such, I 
will be stepping down from the Chair position as of today. I think this is a very 
worthwhile group and I wish it all the success for the future.

Before I talk about some of the highlights of the group and happenings of the year, I 
would like to let you know that our dear Committee Secretary, Cate Doolan, recently 
passed away. Cate was such a dedicated committee member and wonderful person. 
We will miss her heaps. More about Cate can be read in this Annual Report.

Over the year we held a number of public meetings. Each meeting was catered with 
a lovely lunch for all who came. A guest speaker was invited to our meetings to 
inform locals on some interesting and valuable information. DFFH housing manager 
(Nathan McDonald) and at least one of the local housing officers attended each 
meeting and kindly made themselves available to chat privately with tenants re any 
issues.
Meeting were attended by around 20-40 people. A mixture of tenants and service 
providers. DFFH, in particular, needs to be given a special thank-you for coming along 
and connecting with local renters.
Some other highlights from the year were the meetings we had with The Hon Clare 
O’Neil, Federal Minister for Housing and Homelessness. That was a very productive 
meeting and it was good to be able to have a voice at the table.

Another area where the PTG could contribute was the project run under ‘Paving the 
Way Forward’ category whereby a group of 8 of our group’s tenants attended 6 
weekly sessions to look at the letters sent out by Housing to the renters. Hopefully 
the work done in these sessions have resulted in letters to tenants being better 
catered to the audience that receive them.
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For the past 10 years we have hosted the Public and Proud free community fun 
evening for the local residents to enjoy. We had around 300 locals joining together 
for food, fun and mingling with their neighbours. This year funding was granted via 
the Monash Community Grants. There was a show from reptile encounters, a 
magician, face painter, sausage sizzle, photo-booth, singer, MC, coffee, cake and 
ice-creams for all. Free children’s books were made available through the Lions 
club. It was such a good evening. A thank you to the committee for organising and 
running this event and to our supporters for their help. Special mention to Mat 
Fregon, encounter Baptist and Monash Council Halls Team.

One of the proudest moments of the year was when we were invited to the VPTA 
office on the day they unveiled the Plaque for the ‘Natalie Rabey Meeting Room’. It 
was very inspiring and highlighted even further the importance and impact that the 
work Natalie had done for tenants and the community whilst she was Chairperson 
of the AAC PTG.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
2023 - 2024

I am pleased to be able to make this Report to Public Tenant 
members on the financial circumstances of the Group. I hereby 
submit to members a Financial Statement of the AAC Public 
Tenants Group for the year ended 30th June 2025 and the 
Income & Expenditure during the last financial year. The 
current accounts for AAC PTG indicate a sound business 
position at the close of the 2024-2025 financial year..

We ended the financial year with a Balance of $8397 with 
the only major expenses of the year being for the Public and 
Proud Event and catering for our monthly meetings. We are 
grateful to DFFH for our yearly funding of $7302 which 
covers our yearly expenditure and photocopier and we are 
also thankful that rental for our office is paid to Monash 
Council from DFFH. Without this, we could not operate. 

I conclude this report with advice to members that the Public 
Tenants Group remains in a solvent and sound position at this 
date, enabling responsible planning and management for the 
upcoming year.

Kind Regards

Carol Berger
Treasurer
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AAC PUBLIC TENANTS GROUP
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

JULY 2024-JUNE 2025



14



15
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The AAC Public Tenants Group extend their thanks 
and appreciation to the following Stakeholders for 

their generous support over the past year:

A AAC PUBLIC TENANTS & VOLUNTEERS 

THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY FAIRNESS AND HOUSING

MONASH CITY COUNCIL

ACCESS HEALTH 

ENCOUNTER BAPTIST 

THE ACT NETWORK 

ST VINCENTS DE PAUL-JORDANVILLE 

ALAMEIN NEIGHBOURHOOD & LEARNING CENTRE 

POWER NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 

AMAROO NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE 

VICTORIAN PUBLIC TENANTS ASSOC 

DR CARINA GARLAND-Federal Member forChisholme

MATT FREGON-State Member for Ashwood
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